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Interfaith dialouge leads to
cooperation and peace
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At the dawn of the 21st century, religion plays a key role in public life and has become a significant identity marker
for the individual.  As the society around us grows more pluralistic, so should the need for promoting harmony and
cooperation among all faiths and religions.

Interfaith dialogue can be seen as a cooperative, constructive and positive interaction between people of different
religious traditions and/or spiritual or humanistic beliefs, at both an individual and institutional level.  

In a post 9/11 world, where we are constantly confronting religious prejudices, discriminations, violence and
conflicts, interfaith provides us with a means of understanding and rationalizing differences; it provides us with a
mechanism to achieve harmony by winning over the hearts and minds of people from diverse backgrounds; and
it provides us with a lens into a world not very different from our own yet one that is shut off to us.

In a post 9/11 world, we are constantly confronting religious prejudices, discriminations, violence and conflicts.
Interfaith provides us with a means of understanding and rationalizing differences, a mechanism to achieve
harmony by winning over the hearts and minds of people from diverse backgrounds, and a lens into a world not
very different from our own yet one that is shut off to us.

Fluid immigration among nation states has ensured that we live in an increasingly diverse society with varying
belief systems, distinct traditions and differing values. In the backdrop of political happenings and the seemingly
growing power of the right wing, it almost becomes a civic duty to engage in an interfaith dialogue.

On an individual level, this dialogue can be very simplistic, and society could collectively benefit a lot if a Muslim
and a Christian neighbor made an attempt to know each other better. More often than not, interfaith dialogue
leads one to see how wrong his or her prejudices have been and how incredibly similar the teaching of two
seemingly different religions are.

On an institutional level, the dialogue can achieve wonders if religious leaders and men of spirituality make an
attempt to understand the others' faith, and in turn educate their congregations and communities against
stereotypes and labels. Many world leaders, including President Barack Obama, have recognized the power of
interfaith dialogue, and therefore have emphasized the need for this dialogue among communities and among
nations as a way to achieve a more harmonious state of affairs.

Currently, interfaith is getting plentiful attention in the more "liberal" states with dozens of interfaith groups
working on promoting a peaceful environment. As residents of Blacksburg and students of Virginia Tech, it is time
we introduce this dialogue to southern and southwestern Virginia. The dialogue is of paramount importance in
enabling a harmonious and friendly environment in Blacksburg and is vital to our university’s goal of celebrating
our diversity.
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Living in a diverse atmosphere like Blacksburg, we are blessed with the opportunity to learn and experience
different ideas, faiths and religions. Students should be encouraged to get involved in organizations like Virginia
Tech Interfaith Initiative, a group that solely focuses on promoting interfaith dialogue on campus through various
interfaith events. Similarly, other student organizations like the MSA (Muslim Student Association), Hillel,
Christian Coalition and the Freethinkers, among others, should make an effort to reach out to other religious
organizations and help promote the much-needed interfaith dialogue on campus.

Too often we see senseless acts of violence, stereotyping and labeling in this country based on our habitually
misguided notions. Too often are we clueless on how to fight crimes of hatred and intolerance. It is time we reach
out to people, to truly celebrate our diversity and value our differences.
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