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Letter to the editor: cooperation
needed in Ukraine

Posted: Wednesday, March 19, 2014 5:44 pm

Ivan Goncharenko, Jewish Agency Israel Fellow to Hillel at Virginia Tech | 1 comment

Two years ago, when I arrived to be an Israel Fellow for Hillel at Virginia Tech, I never thought that I would write
about Ukraine.  The reason Hillel brought me here was to strengthen relationships between Virginia Tech and
Israel, to enhance an atmosphere of diversity and to create awareness on campus about Israeli life.

But as we say, "Humans plan and God decides." 

Here I am, feeling a responsibility to write about the Ukrainian crisis and feeling myself a part of this crisis, as
well. My parents moved to Israel from Ukraine when I was 10 years old. I am an Israeli, but I feel that I am
Ukrainian as well. I speak fluent Ukrainian and I speak fluent Russian, too. I have dual citizenship and visit
Ukraine very often.

Israel houses 1.5 million Jews from the Soviet Union, millions of Jews that were expelled from Arab States,
300,000 Ethiopian Jews and hundreds of thousands of American Jews. All of us are Israeli, but we are often able
to represent many different nationalities. 

During the last two weeks, I have been asked by many Hokies about the situation in Ukraine. My discussions
with them have shown me just how much misinformation there is in the U.S. regarding the conflict. So I would like
to share my views, as someone who speaks daily with friends in Ukraine and in Russia.

A lot of people tend to believe that the Ukrainian crisis is the same as the crisis in Syria, and in the Middle East in
general (i.e. a minority governs the majority, so the majority revolts.) It is wrong to draw these similarities. The
population of Ukraine is 46 million people. Historically, Western Ukrainians have been closer to Poland, and
Eastern Ukrainians have been closer to Russia, not just geographically but culturally as well. While Western
Ukrainians tend to be more nationalistic, supportive of a distinct Ukrainian language and are more religious,
whereas Eastern Ukrainians are often more loyal to Russia, speak Russian as well as Ukrainian and are less
religious. However, this does not mean that they are a “Russian Minority,” Eastern Ukrainians “feel” Ukrainian;
they want independence from Russia, but they are not against the influence of Russian culture in Ukraine.

My family lived in the Nikolayev city. At home we spoke Russian, but at school, I spoke Ukrainian. When the
Ukrainian president had to decide whether to be closer to Russia or to the West (e.g. the US and Europe) — he
chose Russia. That is what led the Western Ukrainians to start demonstrations.

It is true, however, that the entire government was corrupt, including the "Western" president. Every politician in
post-Soviet countries is corrupt. This is the culture, and it cannot change from outside pressure, it has to come
from within the countries themselves and that will take time. So, while Ukrainians decide which direction they
want to move toward, Russia and the U.S. are choosing Ukraine as a ground to fight against each other. As a
Ukrainian, it makes me sad.

I also commonly hear that Putin uses his forces in Ukraine because Obama didn't intervene in Syria. This claim
does not make sense, and it is used only on the American political ground in fights between the Democrats and
Republicans. Russia has always seen Crimea as a part of its territory. Historically, since the independence of
Ukraine in 1991, Russia has done everything possible to stay in Crimea. Moreover, according to an accord
between Ukraine and Russia since 1991, there are Russian war ships near Sevastopol meaning this conflict is
not new. There are historical and geopolitical reasons why Russia so strongly claims this area. Russia would be
claiming this land regardless of Obama’s actions in Syria. The two things are unconnected.                                       
                    

0Recommend

Welcome! Login | Signup  
 

73° Search  

http://www.collegiatetimes.com/promotions/html_42fd8c46-cbe1-11e3-b6bb-0017a43b2370.html?prx_t=pMUBAcw4DAjw4FA&ntv_fr
http://ox-d.oncampusweb.com/w/1.0/rc?ts=1fHBpZD01MzcwNjM4OTB8cmlkPTMzNGI5MThjLWNmZGMtNDg1Yi1hYzllLWU0ZDMzYjliNjk2N3xydD0xNDM3NzQ2Nzk2fGF1aWQ9NTM2ODcxOTMyfGF1bT1ETUlELldFQnxzaWQ9NTM2ODcxMTAzfHB1Yj01MzY4NzE0OTF8cGM9VVNEfHJhaWQ9ZTU4ZDcyYzAtNGJkMC00ZTcyLWIyYTAtYzA4Yjg3MTc3ZDZlfGFpZD01Mzc2MzYwNjB8dD0xfGFzPTMwMHgyNTB8bGlkPTUzNzQwNDc2N3xvaWQ9NTM3MjUwMjgzfHA9NTAwMHxwcj01MDAwfGFkdj01MzY4NzM1NTB8YWM9VVNEfHBtPVBSSUNJTkcuQ1BNfGJtPUJVWUlORy5HVUFSQU5URUVEVk9MVU1FR09BTHx1cj1qYzVHeU5xVVIz
http://ox-d.oncampusweb.com/w/1.0/rc?ts=1fHBpZD01MzcwNjM4OTB8cmlkPTM1NTliNDU0LTZkOTktNDY4Yy1hYzU2LTNmNmRmOGE0ZDIxYXxydD0xNDM3NzQ2Nzk2fGF1aWQ9NTM3MDk5ODU4fGF1bT1ETUlELldFQnxzaWQ9NTM2ODcxMTAzfHB1Yj01MzY4NzE0OTF8cGM9VVNEfHJhaWQ9ZTU4ZDcyYzAtNGJkMC00ZTcyLWIyYTAtYzA4Yjg3MTc3ZDZlfGFpZD01Mzc0OTk5NTZ8dD0xfGFzPTMwMHgyNTB8bGlkPTUzNzMyNTUzMnxvaWQ9NTM3MTUwMTYxfHA9MHxwcj0wfGFkdj01MzcwNzcwMjd8YWM9VVNEfHBtPVBSSUNJTkcuQ1BNfGJtPUJVWUlORy5IT1VTRXx1cj15dTNBRDFIUTJD
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/promotions/html_42fd8c46-cbe1-11e3-b6bb-0017a43b2370.html?prx_t=pMUBAcw4DAjw4FA&ntv_fr
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/promotions/html_42fd8c46-cbe1-11e3-b6bb-0017a43b2370.html?prx_t=pMUBAcw4DAjw4FA&ntv_fr
http://ox-d.oncampusweb.com/w/1.0/rc?ts=1fHBpZD01MzcwNjM4OTB8cmlkPTQ5NWQ4MGZiLTFjOWYtNGJlNy05MTQ0LTFmM2MzOWI2ZTJkM3xydD0xNDM3NzQ2Nzk2fGF1aWQ9NTM2ODc1NjgxfGF1bT1ETUlELldFQnxzaWQ9NTM2ODcxMTAzfHB1Yj01MzY4NzE0OTF8cGM9VVNEfHJhaWQ9ZTU4ZDcyYzAtNGJkMC00ZTcyLWIyYTAtYzA4Yjg3MTc3ZDZlfGFpZD01MzcyNDgyNDB8dD0xfGFzPTIwMHg5MHxsaWQ9NTM3MTc4OTUxfG9pZD01MzcxMzczMzZ8cD0wfHByPTB8YWR2PTUzNzA3NzAyN3xhYz1VU0R8cG09UFJJQ0lORy5DUE18Ym09QlVZSU5HLkhPVVNFfHVyPUVmRW1FRkZ1NkQ
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgmNZbkayVZ6GBsa2fPLLqaAM_uWxvQeu-dKs2wG-08KVpwEQASD6x5kDYMmWmo3spPgRoAHAguP-A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBLYBT9AFA1W4gzwzdK1bdyuHAairN0-00oeLuUHhXWCHUlVbWH8j5RyPngN6KX1sg18siyMKvbUJlH5m5zNTaVeM7rXGYbIJ_wVpAsACbK2xJPXVpTBeJ81qyS1L_7Vm1vtDHPSP0u_CJfXo0vPDv-WuZ-3CAxanmRbHiOMIwZ3X-JpCTduViddDtmUM7T0NXKqmDWCW4ERyqKg5VvAS8Jppku0C9PvDfGxcyZd-abfjf0rVRcRko1iIBgGAB6j9nAGoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5Gh0xG1-MpUCnB5BCDO7_hko&sig=AOD64_3pHOd22OAP972hU2WHamaiGVF3uA&client=ca-pub-2306666210239177&adurl=http://info.frontstream.com/CRM-Trial-Download-PPC.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgmNZbkayVZ6GBsa2fPLLqaAM_uWxvQeu-dKs2wG-08KVpwEQASD6x5kDYMmWmo3spPgRoAHAguP-A8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBLYBT9AFA1W4gzwzdK1bdyuHAairN0-00oeLuUHhXWCHUlVbWH8j5RyPngN6KX1sg18siyMKvbUJlH5m5zNTaVeM7rXGYbIJ_wVpAsACbK2xJPXVpTBeJ81qyS1L_7Vm1vtDHPSP0u_CJfXo0vPDv-WuZ-3CAxanmRbHiOMIwZ3X-JpCTduViddDtmUM7T0NXKqmDWCW4ERyqKg5VvAS8Jppku0C9PvDfGxcyZd-abfjf0rVRcRko1iIBgGAB6j9nAGoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=5Gh0xG1-MpUCnB5BCDO7_hko&sig=AOD64_3pHOd22OAP972hU2WHamaiGVF3uA&client=ca-pub-2306666210239177&adurl=http://info.frontstream.com/CRM-Trial-Download-PPC.html
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/news/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/sports/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/arts_and_entertainment/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/lifestyle/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/opinion/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/calendar/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/site/advertise.html
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/site/forms/online_services/news_tip/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/pdfs/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-cooperation-needed-in-ukraine/article_a4d66f76-afaf-11e3-945c-001a4bcf6878.html?mode=story
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.collegiatetimes.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle_a4d66f76-afaf-11e3-945c-001a4bcf6878.html&related=CollegiateTimes%2Ctownnews&text=Letter%20to%20the%20editor%3A%20cooperation%20needed%20in%20Ukraine&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.collegiatetimes.com%2Fopinion%2Fletter-to-the-editor-cooperation-needed-in-ukraine%2Farticle_a4d66f76-afaf-11e3-945c-001a4bcf6878.html%23.VbJGavbsM2I.twitter&via=CollegiateTimes
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.collegiatetimes.com%2Fopinion%2Fletter-to-the-editor-cooperation-needed-in-ukraine%2Farticle_a4d66f76-afaf-11e3-945c-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-cooperation-needed-in-ukraine/article_a4d66f76-afaf-11e3-945c-001a4bcf6878.html?mode=print
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-cooperation-needed-in-ukraine/article_a4d66f76-afaf-11e3-945c-001a4bcf6878.html#user-comment-area
javascript:void(0)
https://collegiatetimes-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/opinion/article_a4d66f76-afaf-11e3-945c-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.collegiatetimes.com/weather?zipcode=


7/24/2015 Letter to the editor: cooperation needed in Ukraine - Collegiate Times : Opinion

http://www.collegiatetimes.com/opinion/article_a4d66f76-afaf-11e3-945c-001a4bcf6878.html 2/3

Manage Your Lists

#AntMan is Marvel's only film to change directors. 
Does it survive the transition? Our review:
 ow.ly/PWD19

Collegiate Times 
@CollegiateTimes

Expand

This week, our movie columnist reviews #AntMan. 
Check it out - do it for Antony. ow.ly/PWBSO

Collegiate Times 
@CollegiateTimes

Expand

Collegiate Times 

17h

23h

23h

Tweets Follow

Tweet to @CollegiateTimes

Today's Collegiate
Times Headlines
Would you like to receive our
FREE daily news email? Sign up
today!

Email

Online Poll
Do you support laws intended to allow
business owners to operate their
enterprise according to their religious
faiths, such as the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act?

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

13 14 15 18

20 21 22 23 24 25

Tweet 0 0

Discuss Print

Similar Stories
Colorado birth control program should serve as

model for nation

The Confederacy memorialized: remembering the
South, the War and the cause

Diplomacy prevails in Iran negotiations

United Nations must be more representative of the
modern world

Consumers and businesses must compromise to
maximize freedoms

Most Read
Classes to be cancelled on Labor Day

Virginia Tech rises in worldwide university rankings

The debate of the century: Qdoba v. Chipotle

Virginia Tech rises in worldwide university rankings

Review: Bojack Horseman's season two is a dark
victory for Netflix

1
Keep it Clean.
Please avoid obscene, vulgar,
lewd, racist or sexually-
oriented language.

2
Don't Threaten or Abuse.
Threats of harming another
person will not be tolerated.
AND PLEASE TURN OFF
CAPS LOCK.

3
Be Truthful.
Don't knowingly lie about
anyone or anything.

4
Be Nice.
No racism, sexism or any sort
of -ism that is degrading to
another person.

5
Be Proactive.
Use the 'Report' link on each
comment to let us know of
abusive posts.

6
Share with Us.
We'd love to hear eyewitness
accounts, the history behind
an article.

When people ask me which part of Ukraine I support, I say, based on the facts, there should be cooperation
between the West, Russia and ALL of the Ukrainian nation. Ironically, the U.S. supports the movement that is
more nationalistic and radical than the movement of Eastern Ukraine. My biggest concern about this is the
Jewish community of Ukraine. There are more than 100,000 Jews living in Ukraine today. They live in the
Eastern part of the country. Western Ukrainians (the majority) historically oppressed Jews. In the Second World
War, they revealed Jewish homes and families to the Nazis in order to get the Jewish people’s property after they
were taken. Today, there are hundreds of monuments in Western Ukraine of Stephan Bendera, someone who
was personally was responsible for killing thousands and thousands of Jews. In the modern Ukrainian language,
the West Ukrainian word used for Jewish is "Jid" — the exact same word Nazis used to refer to Jewish people. If
the Western Ukrainians take power, I am concerned what will happen to Ukrainian Jews. Even today, many of
them are leaving for Israel.

The story is very complicated. There is no good or bad, black or white. We have to look at all the perspectives to
try and understand their history and culture’s narratives. More importantly, however, the U.S. and Russia need to
stop fighting on the backs of other nations.

Posted in Opinion on Wednesday, March 19, 2014 5:44 pm.
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